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March 15, 2022 Virtual Meeting via Zoom 
7:00 PM   Meeting Minutes 

 
Call to Order, Roll Call, Intros, Excused Absences, Equity and Land Acknowledgement 7:00 
 
Present: Aidil Ortiz, Kai Monast, Deniz Aydemir, Mike Shepherd, Ed Rizzuto, Susanne Schmal, Michael Moorman, 
Emily Egge, Tyler Dewey, Tony Patterson, Idreese Foxworth, Javiera Caballero 
 
Absent: None 
 
Excused Absence: Dan Clever, Milton Kendall, Adam Pyburn, Heidi Carter 
 
Staff: Dale McKeel, Evian Patterson, James Davis, Jr., Lynwood Best, Tannu Gupta, Leslie Tracey, Brian Taylor 
 
Guests: Yesina Roblero, Jacopo Montobbio, Paul Harvin, David Bradway, Arleigh Greenwald 
 
Update on new members and openings 
-Four openings are being advertised in the community. Two at the city and two at the county. 
 
Adjustments to the Agenda 7:05 
-Aidil requested the addition of revisiting our Equity resolution as it pertains to trails and affordable housing to new 
business on the agenda. 
 
Approval of Minutes from January and February Meetings 7:11 
-Emily moves to approve both minutes and Ed Second. Motion approved. 
-Dale has received a request to share minutes on the web site even before they are approved. Commission is fine 
with this as long as the fact that they are not APPROVED minutes is clearly stated at the top of the minutes. 
 
Public Comments 7:15 
-none 
 
Presentations 7:20 
 
City of Durham RAISE Grant Letter of Support (Evian Patterson) 
-Evian Patterson joined BPAC to share from the CIty’s Transportation Department. Working on the FY22 RAISE 
projects and wants to get a letter of support for the plan. 
-RAISE in Durham is focusing on safety on Route 3, 3B and 3C. This is one of the most productive routes in the city. 
Based on the Better Bus Project, Holloway street was chosen as a key corridor and this is the main focus of RAISE 
Durham. The Village Shopping Center bus stop in this area is second most used stop in the system. 
-RAISE funding for the Holloway/Hwy 98 corridor proposed projects would meet several goals around climate 
change, service, and safety. 
-Brian Taylor was able to get bus stop improvements on Raynor St. secured in advance of the conclusion of the RAISE 
process so GO Triangle can work on this sooner rather than later. 
-Evian has a template of a letter that we can use and shared it with the group. 
-Emily motioned to approve the letter of support for RAISE project. Motion passed. 

https://zoom.us/j/92349600233
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-USDOT is rebranding environmental justice with the title Justice 40. The idea is to invest 40% of federal funds into 
communities negatively impacted by climate change. https://www.transportation.gov/equity-Justice40 
 
Equitable and Green Infrastructure Projects (James E. Davis, Jr.) 
-James Davis presented on behalf of NIS. Creating a group that will help us keep this project accountable. Council 
approved a ½ cent on the tax rate to invest in low wealth communities harmed by governmental policies. 
-Not just talking about infrastructure but programs, policies and procedures. 
-Tax will focus on geographic and demographic communities for investment. 
-Want residents to serve at Neighborhood Allies to engage and ensure residents’ voiced needs and wants are 
prioritized. 
-The Neighborhood Allies will co-create, co-design, and co-educate and create better feedback loops. They will have 
the support of the Neighborhood Strategists (city employees) in this work. Whether a stipend is being offered has 
not yet been determined. 
-Orientation begins soon and they are actively recruiting residents. 
-Curamericas Global will be using data collection and reporting tools they have within this effort. They are the data 
partner. 
-Ed mentioned that he saw a line item for equitable communication systems and he wanted to make sure that 
various disabilities are considered with this line item. 
 
Committee Reports 8:00 
Education, Encouragement and Engagement Committee Report (Susanne Schmal) 
-Upcoming event on Earth day will need bike valets and there will be a traffic garden. 
-Aidil has followed up with Black Girls Do Bike and they agreed to do a panel talk for Bike Month and will get the 
stipend that BPAC has. Their panel will be on May 19th. ($890 split between the two speakers and can draw the 
money via an invoice). 
-Have about $730 aside from the Bike Month speaker money to support other speakers 
-Exploring collaborations with BikeWalkNC. 
-Working with Brian Taylor to create slides on how to request a sidewalk or bike lane. 
-Mike and Susanne are mostly posting on Social Media and Adam is mostly doing twitter. 
-Susanne suggested the potential use of google drive for sharing files. Emily concerned about how it may violate 
open meetings regulations and keeping it well organized. 
-For Book Club, going to start in June 14 at 7pm after the EEE meeting on the book Confessions of a Recovering 
Engineer. 
 
Development Review Committee Report (Dan Clever) 
-Combined meeting with PIE. Looked over a couple plans. 
Washington Street plans for a nearby trail. 
Development on Cornwallis Rd. 
-Looked over the cheat sheet for reviewing these development plans. 
  
Bike & Pedestrian Plan Implementation / Evaluation Committee Report (Michael Moorman) 
-Summarized some research about bicycle and pedestrian levels of services from around the country. Issues remain 
the same in that cars are given top convenience and that has the inverse effect on bike/ped needs and don’t 
emphasize safety. Hasn’t run across any solutions in the literature as of yet. 
 
Updates from Liaisons 
Durham City Council (Javiera Caballero) - Durham just got money to update the Durham Bus Station. There was a hit 
and run on pedestrian on Roxboro. Talking to Duke Park neighbors soon. This is a road that city may want local 
control over to make it more safe. 
Durham Board of County Commissioners (Heidi Carter) - none 
Duke University (Tyler Dewey) - Met with Trish Farnham from BikeWalkNC. 
NC Central University (Tony Patterson) - Have a campus event to have a First Lady Walk. This event has happened 
for over 20 years and working with Bike Durham to support a bike rodeo for the youth. April 2 from 8am-12pm. 
Comprehensive Plan (Aidil Ortiz & Ed Rizzuto) - Ed shared that the Transportation Policy Group is meeting again on 
March 16th to finalize policy statements. Ed and others has suggested a policy that a Transportation Advisory 
Commission be put in place again in the city. We might consider having it folded into BPAC in some way. 
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Other Community Updates (All) 
-Final event for Rail Trail outreach will be happening on March 19, 10am-12pm at Duke Park. 
-Tom Devlin was invited to do the presentation on paratransit updates to Vision Insights and Sean Egan will be 
joining for the presentation. But riders are concerned about health on public transit and worried that the level of 
services may have suffered during the pandemic. 
 
Old Business 8:34 
2022 Retreat Follow-up (Susanne Schmal) 
-Susanne sent the summary via email 
-still looking for what speakers we want to include for the rest of the year at BPAC meetings 
-should add a request for a speaker to discuss school transportation from DPS 
-Office on Youth plans to do a training on working with youth in May for our BPAC members 
-Creating more orientation materials for new members 
 
New Business 8:42 
-Aidil suggested that she draft a statement to bring back to BPAC for their support for Community Development to 
address the issue of displacement and affordable housing along trial corridors in Durham. 
 
Announcements and Updates 8:50 - None 
  
Communication Priorities from Meeting and Committees 8:50 
-Adding the minutes on the website prior to the next month's meeting and including a clause / caveat re: not being 
the approved version yet. 
-Letter of support for RAISE 
-Share interest form for Equitable and Green infrastructure projects - with / for neighborhoods that are eligible. 
-continue discussion on Google Drive 
-Book Club June 14th at 7pm 
-Roxboro Hit and Run community meeting 
-April 2 First Lady Walk at NCCU 
-March 16th - Transportation Policy Table for Comprehensive Plan 
-March 19th - Spring Celebration on March 19th for Rail Trail outreach 
-Dale is going to ask about hybrid meeting options 
-Promote May 19th Black Girls Bike event. 
 
Adjourn 8:54 
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The City’s GoDurham transit services provide residents and visitors with an affordable and 
reliable transportation option and is vital for riders, who are often essential workers, seniors, 
students, people of color, and low-wealth individuals.  Eighty percent of GoDurham riders are 
people of color and 72 percent of riders report incomes of less than $25,000.  

Construction of these improvements will help advance the City’s Racial Equity vision and will 

improve the quality of life, access to transit and safety of residents of Durham and the greater 
DCHC MPO region. Durham BPAC advocates for the City of Durham to receive federal funding 
to advance these projects, and respectfully requests and appreciates your time in considering 
this application. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Susanne Schmal, BPAC Chair 



FY22 RAISE: Safe, Equitable Streets to Transit
Durham Bike & Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) 

March 15, 2022
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